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Abstract: Land use means the use of land. Land use is any sort of permanent or cyclic human interference to satisfy his demand. Land use 

is the application of human controls systematically to the key elements of any ecosystem tries to manipulate it. Land use is intimately linked 

with advanced technology. It is impossible to grow crops on dry poor humus desert soil but after large scale reclamation it is possible. 

There is close relationship between man and land. The relationship can be expressed as – i) man is treated as social being and the land as 

inexhaustible resource, ii) the land and the person who use it, iii) man’s influence on land use as a means of production. Land use mainly 

deals with the problems of the regions. It is mainly confined to the optimum use of limited land among the alternative major type of land 

use. Infrastructural and institutional factors play an important role in determining land use. The land use is mainly the use in which the land 

in a certain area is put in a specified time. Land use creates continuous field of tension between human desire and existing available 

resources.  
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I. Introduction:   

The lower portion of Bhagirati basin lies in West Bengal. It is a flat, fertile stretch of land, made of layers of alluvial soil. The plane 
landscape is uneven and broken by hills ridges. The agricultural economy of the lower valley, despite being based on subsistence farming 

and uneconomic holdings is relatively more productive compared to that of the upper valley .with the growth of townships within the region 

the productivity consciousness of the cultivators has grown in view of ready available markets for surplus agricultural commodities. The 

intensity of agricultural land use in Bhagirathi and Ajay River Basin Area is highly variable. But the study area lies in  Purba Barddhaman 

district, is almost plane land consisting Katwa Subdivision.The main key points of land use have been discussed how? 

My Study Area: Purba Bardhaman district was formed on 7 april 2017 after bifurcation of the erstwhile Bardhaman district and its 

headquarters is Bardhaman. Some historians link the name of the district to the 24th and last Jain tirthankara, Mahavira Vardhamana,who 

came to preach in the area. It was a forward frontier zone in the progress of Aryanisation by the people in the upper gangetic valley. Purba 

means east. Bardhaman district was bifurcated into two districts, Purba Bardhaman and Paschim Bardhaman.  

 

Use and Distribution of land 2018 
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Katwa subdivision is an administrative subdivision of the Purba Bardhaman district in the state of West Bengal, India. This subdivision is 

located 23.65N and 88.13E. The Katwa subdivision extends from the Kanksa-Ketugram plain to the Bhagirathi basin. The ajay river flows 

through the subdivision and joins the Bhagirathi river Purba Bardhaman district is divided into the five administrative subdivision such as 

(1) Bardhaman sadar north, (2) Bardhaman sadar south  (3) Katwa (4) Kalna (5) Purba Bardhaman district. 

Katwa subdivision has 3 police station,5 community development blocks,5 panchayat samitis, 46 gram,388 mouzas,373 inhabited village, 

2 munnicipalities and 1 census town. The municipalities are Katwa municipalities and Dainhat municipalities,  the census town is Panuhat. 

The subdivision has its headquarters at Katwa. 

BLOCKS net cultivable 

area   

 Cultivabble waste 

land  

 of  Vested land  Area in which 

more than one 

crop grown. 

 Net-area sown 

MONGALKOTE 698.76 3.74 0.44 .98 453.79 

KETUGRAM-1 522.16 2.92 0.40 .92 455.38 

KETUGRAM-2 546.24 1.94 0.35 .86 457.37 

KATWA-1 490.39 0.58 0.18 .80 400.03 

KATWA-2 512.41 0.25 0.10 .91 400.04 

Source: 1) Principal Agriculture Officer, 2) Agriculture Development officer, 3) Block Land & Land Reform Office,Purba Bardhaman  

 Use and Distribution of land 2018 

 BLOCKS FOREST 

AREA 

AREA UNDER NON 

AGRICULTURAL USE 

FALLOW 

LAND 

CURENT 

FALLOW 

AVERAGE SIZE 

OF HOLDING 

MONGALKOTE 21.16 219.19 1.09 3.31 1.00 

KETUGRAM-1 21.17 214.66 0.80 2.48 1.03 

KETUGRAM-2 21.16 215.13 0.36 1.57 1.32 

KATWA-1 14.54 120.67 0.07 0.42 0.97 

KATWA-2 14.54 120.99 0.08 0.39 0.86 

 Source: 1) Principal Agriculture Officer, 2) Agriculture Development officer, 3) Block Land & Land Reform Office, Purba Bardhaman. 

Land Use Changes in Time to Time: Agricultural activities are dominant in the blocks of the study area. It has been formd from the of 

observation of 2017-2018 . Use and Distribution of land 2017-2018 . Use and Distribution of land 2017-2018, that the percentages of net 

cultivated area are 6 I3.71 in Purba Barddhaman .  In both cases the persentage remain unchange. In all blocks of the study area the 

percentage of cultivated lands are maximum in comparison to other types of land use which has been concentrated more in left bank and 

comparatively less in right bank. It may be said that agriculture is the main land use of the entire region.    

Researcher Described 2004, 2014, and 2018 land use changes in study area, in different figure. It is a major problem in our country. There 

are great relationship in increase of population and decrease of agricultural land in my country day to day.  Wasteland is the land that is 

barren or ravaged it is condition mainly caused due to water logging flood, dumping of toxic waste etc which finally results into the 

degradation of the nutrients of the soil resulting into making it unusable for farming or cultivation. Waste lands are one of the most important 

ecosystem  on the earth. It was the swampy environment of the carboniferous period which produced and preserved many fossil fuel of 
economic importance. Sometimes wetlands are described as “the kidneys of the landscape” due to their functions which they perform in 

the hydrological and chemical cycles as the downstream section receives wastes from both natural and human sources. It may be mentioned 

that wetlands clean polluted waters, recharges ground water aquifers prevents floods, protect shorelines etc. In addition they play a vital 

role in landscape by providing unique habitats for a large variety of flora and fauna as well as fish and wild life protection. The values of 

wasteland are widely being recognized today with increasing population which needs protection laws regulations and management plans 

or strategies. With the increasing importance of wetland especially from the ecological view point, scientists from different disciplines, 

engineers, lawyers and regulators are being actively involved in wetland research (Mitch and Gosselink 1986). Settlement, locality or 

populated place are general terms used in statistics, archaeology, geography, landscape history and other subjects for a permanent or 

temporary community in which people live or have lived, without being specific as to size, population or importance. A settlement can 

therefore range in size from a small number of dwellings grouped together to the largest of cities with surrounding urbanized areas. The 

term may include hamlets, villages, towns and cities. The term is used internationally in the field of geospatial modeling, and in that context 

is defined as "a city, town, village, or other agglomeration of buildings where people live and work".    
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II. Salient Features of Landuse In the Study Area 

Maximum land of the area is used as net sown area that reveals a strong agricultural economy of the district. So, the net sown area is the 

dominant land use type, however, it has shown declining trend since. 

Second important land use type of the district is areas under non-agricultural use, this land use type is increasing rapidly because of population pressure 

and demands in recent years, even at the cost of the net sown area. Urbanization and industrialization have caused increase complexity resource on 

this land use pattern of the district. 

Total land use under forest and miscellaneous tree covered area is meager in the district. It is only less than 1 percent which is far behind 

from the national objective of putting 33.3 percent of the total land area under forest. The trend of this land use also shows a remarkable of 

decline in nature. Therefore, effective steps should be taken in this regard by the government through various Gram- Panchayat. 

The percentage of fallow land and areas under others use of total reporting area of the district is less and their declining trend however 

indicates its reclamation for agriculture and other activities. Area under fallow land is more prominent in the blocks situated in western 

portion of the district.              

III. Conclusion 

Rural land transformation, spearheaded by urbanization, drawing attention of policy makers in the recent decades. This research focusing 
on the current discourse of rural land use change. This research also holds relevance in the context of achieving the sustainable development 

goals, which are vital for a developing economy like India. 
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