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					ABSTRACT  

					Motor vehicle accident (MVA) compensation systems in North America adopts distinct policy approaches, with  

					the United States emphasizing tort-based, fault-driven frameworks, and Canada employing primarily no-fault or  

					hybrid models. This review draws evidence from academic literature, government reports, and insurance  

					industry sources to compare system structures, benefits, and practical outcomes as of 2023. Major differences  

					between these provinces include the speed of access to medical care, availability of income replacement, legal  

					costs, and eligibility for non-economic damages such as pain and suffering. Generally, no-fault and hybrid  

					systems provide faster, more predictable support, whereas tort-based systems allow higher potential awards but  

					often involve delayed compensation and high legal fees. However, the differences that exists across states and  

					provinces demonstrates jurisdiction-specific effects on recovery, equity, and financial burden. The review  

					identifies knowledge gaps, including comparative recovery trajectories and long-term outcomes, and offers  

					recommendations for policymakers, researchers, and clinicians to enhance evidence-based informed decisions.  

					These findings support efforts to design compensation models that balance timeliness, fairness, and sustainability  

					for individuals affected by motor vehicle accidents.  

					Keywords: motor vehicle accidents; no-fault insurance; tort liability; compensation; United States; Canada  

					INTRODUCTION  

					Motor vehicle accidents (MVAs) continue to represent a significant social and economic challenge across North  

					America. Each year, road crashes result in substantial numbers of injuries and fatalities, imposing wide-ranging  

					medical, financial, and emotional costs on individuals, families, public institutions, and insurance systems (IIHS,  

					2023).  

					Beyond the immediate physical harm caused by a collision, many injured individuals face prolonged pain,  

					reduced earning capacity, long-term disability, and difficulties accessing timely rehabilitation services.  

					Consequently, the structure through which a jurisdiction compensates accident victims plays a significant role  

					in shaping recovery trajectories and long-term financial stability, given the enduring nature of many accident-  

					related injuries.  

					Despite operating widely within similar driving environments and facing comparable road-safety risks, the  

					United States and Canada have developed different approaches to compensating individuals injured in motor  

					vehicle accidents. For instance, in the United States, compensation is predominantly governed by tort-based  

					systems. Under this model, injured parties are required to establish fault on the part of another driver before  

					obtaining full compensation for medical expenses, lost income, and non-economic losses such as pain and  

					suffering (ILR, 2023).  

					While this framework allows for the possibility of substantial awards, especially in cases involving severe or  

					permanent injuries, it often involves extended investigations, adversarial negotiations, and, in some instances,  
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					protracted litigation. These processes can delay access to financial support and medical resources at a time when  

					injured individuals may be most vulnerable (J.D. Power, 2023).  

					Canada, by contrast, employs a more heterogeneous compensation system influenced largely at the provincial  

					level. As a result, compensation period vary across the country and include pure no-fault, hybrid, and limited  

					tort-based elements. For example, provinces such as Quebec and Manitoba operate largely no-fault systems,  

					under which injured individuals receive predefined benefits from their own insurers regardless of responsibility  

					for the accident.  

					Other provinces, including Ontario, have adopted hybrid models that combine guaranteed no-fault benefits with  

					restricted access to tort claims for serious or life threatening injuries (Government of Ontario, 2023;  

					LitigationLoans.ca, 2023). These arrangements are designed to promote faster access to medical care and income  

					replacement while limiting compensation for non-economic losses, especially pain and suffering.  

					The existence of these contrasting compensation frameworks raises several important policy and research  

					questions. Do no-fault systems consistently deliver faster and more predictable support for injured individuals?  

					To what extent do tort-based systems provide more comprehensive or equitable compensation? How do these  

					differing models influence related outcomes such as insurance premiums, legal expenditures, administrative  

					efficiency, and long-term health and employment recovery? However, a comparative examination of these  

					systems offers an opportunity to identify structural features that function effectively, those that impose  

					unintended burdens on accident victims, and areas where reform may improve the overall system performance.  

					Accordingly, the purpose of this review is to present a clear and current comparison of motor vehicle accident  

					compensation systems in the United States and Canada as they operated in 2023. Drawing on government  

					publications, statutory frameworks, insurance industry analyses, and peer-reviewed academic literature, the  

					paper examines the design of each system, their practical consequences, and the trade-offs they generate.  

					Therefore, presenting this analysis in accessible and analytically language, the review seeks to inform  

					policymakers, clinicians, researchers, and the wider public, and to contribute to ongoing discussions on how  

					compensation systems can better promote fairness, efficiency, and sustainable recovery outcomes for individuals  

					affected by motor vehicle accidents.  

					LITERATURE REVIEW  

					This review adopted a structured and transparent approach to identifying, selecting, and synthesizing relevant  

					evidence on motor vehicle accident (MVA) compensation systems in the United States and Canada. Because the  

					topic cuts across multiple disciplines, including law, public policy, insurance practice, and a comparatively  

					limited body of peer-reviewed academic literature, the methodology combined systematic academic database  

					searches with targeted examination of authoritative government and industry sources.  

					Search Strategy  

					Academic databases, including Google Scholar, PubMed, and HeinOnline, were searched alongside key policy  

					and industry platforms, such as the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS), J.D. Power, the Institute for  

					Legal Reform (ILR), provincial government portals (for example, the Government of Ontario), and legal and  

					policy briefing platforms including Conventus Law and LitigationLoans.ca.  

					Search queries were developed using combinations of keywords and Boolean operators to capture both legal and  

					policy dimensions of compensation systems. These terms included: “no-fault insurance,” “tort system” OR  

					“fault-based,” “personal injury protection” OR “PIP,” “statutory accident benefits” OR “SABS,” “auto insurance  

					premiums 2023,” “motor vehicle accident compensation,” and “pain and suffering damages.”  

					The review primarily concentrated on materials published between 2010 and 2023, reflecting contemporary  

					regulatory and policy conditions. Earlier sources were included selectively, where they provided foundational  

					conceptual insight or historical context, such as the comparative analysis by Kelly, Kleffner, and Tomlinson  
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					(2010). Industry reports and government regulations were accessed directly from official institutional websites  

					to ensure accuracy, reliability, and currency (IIHS, 2023; Government of Ontario, 2023).  

					This mixed search strategy aligns with established practice in comparative legal and policy research, where peer-  

					reviewed literature alone is often insufficient to capture evolving regulatory frameworks and real-world  

					implementation details (Conventus Law, 2023; Statistics Canada, 2023).  

					Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria  

					To be included in the review, a document was required to meet at least one of the following criteria:  

					i. describe a national, state, or provincial compensation framework, including tort-based, no-fault, or hybrid  

					systems;  

					ii. provide statutory or regulatory detail, such as provisions contained in Ontario’s Statutory Accident Benefits  

					Schedule (SABS);  

					iii. present analytical or descriptive data on system outcomes, including payment timelines, claimant satisfaction,  

					insurance premiums, or lawsuit costs; or  

					iv. offer policy analyses, reform evaluations, or cross-jurisdictional comparisons relevant to compensation  

					systems as they operated in or up to 2023.  

					Materials were excluded if they consisted of uncited blog posts, opinion pieces lacking empirical or legal backing,  

					or highly technical actuarial studies that were inaccessible due to paywalls and did not provide publicly available  

					summaries. Non-English publications were excluded unless an authoritative English translation or summary was  

					available.  

					Source Selection and Screening  

					Titles and abstracts were initially screened for relevance to the review objectives. Sources that met the inclusion  

					criteria were subsequently examined in full. Primary materials such as government regulations (for example,  

					Ontario Regulation 34/10 under the SABS), legislative summaries, and major insurance industry reports were  

					prioritized, as these sources directly define legal entitlements, benefit structures, and institutional obligations  

					(Government of Ontario, 2023; IIHS, 2023).  

					Peer-reviewed academic studies (including Kelly et al., 2010) were used to position contemporary systems  

					within broader analytical and historical frameworks. In addition, policy briefs and legal guidance documents  

					from platforms such as Conventus Law, LitigationLoans.ca, and AH Injury Law were consulted to clarify  

					practical application and interpretation of regulatory provisions.  

					Where multiple sources addressed the same regulatory provisions or data points, factual information was cross-  

					checked against primary legal texts or official government publications to reduce reliance on secondary  

					interpretation and enhance accuracy.  

					Data Extraction and Synthesis  

					From each included source, structured data were extracted relating to:  

					i. the type of compensation model (tort-based, no-fault, or hybrid) and its underlying legal foundation;  

					ii. the scope of available benefits, including medical treatment, rehabilitation services, income replacement, and  

					death benefits;  

					iii. access to tort claims and applicable litigation thresholds, such as statutory definitions of “serious and  

					permanent impairment”;  

					iv. reported system outcomes, where available, including time to initial benefit payment, claimant satisfaction  

					indicators, and insurance premium trends; and  

					v. ongoing or proposed reforms, together with stated policy rationales such as cost containment, fraud reduction,  

					or improved access to care.  
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					Given the heterogeneous nature of the evidence base which included statutes, administrative regulations, policy  

					reports, and academic analyses findings were synthesized narratively rather than through statistical meta-analysis.  

					Analytical emphasis was placed on policy-relevant themes, including timeliness of benefit access, compensation  

					for non-economic loss, cost pressures within insurance systems, and equity across jurisdictions. This narrative  

					synthesis approach is well-suited to comparative policy reviews intended to inform both practice and future  

					empirical research (Statistics Canada, 2023; Conventus Law, 2023).  

					Quality Assessment and Limitations  

					Priority was given to primary and authoritative sources, including government regulations, official insurance  

					industry reports, and peer-reviewed academic publications. For non-peer-reviewed materials, such as legal  

					summaries and industry commentary, the transparency of sourcing was evaluated, and major assertions were  

					cross-validated against governmental or academic references where possible (J.D. Power, 2023; ILR, 2023).  

					Several limitations warrant acknowledgment. First, variation in document types, methodologies, and reporting  

					standards constrains direct quantitative comparison across jurisdictions. Second, insurance and compensation  

					regulations are subject to frequent revision; although this review reflects conditions through 2023, subsequent  

					frameworks may not be fully captured. Finally, there remains a notable scarcity of empirical studies that track  

					comparable injury profiles across United States states and Canadian provinces, limiting definitive conclusions  

					regarding which compensation model produces superior long-term health and economic outcomes (Statistics  

					Canada, 2023).  

					Overview of Tort and No-Fault Compensation Systems  

					Motor vehicle accident (MVA) compensation in North America is mainly structured around two legal  

					frameworks: tort-based systems and no-fault systems. These models shape responsibility for injury-related costs,  

					influence the speed at which injured individuals receive support, and determine whether additional damages may  

					be pursued through lawsuit. Although specific rules and benefit levels vary across states and provinces, the main  

					principles underlying each approach remain very consistent across the United States and Canada.  

					Tort System  

					A tort system, commonly described as a fault-based framework, requires an injured party to establish that another  

					individual was legally responsible for causing the accident before full compensation can be obtained. In practice,  

					this process involves insurer-led investigations, determinations of liability, and negotiation (adjudication) of  

					claims through settlement discussions or court proceedings.  

					Under tort-based systems, claimants may seek compensation for medical expenses, loss of income, property  

					damage, and non-economic losses, including pain and suffering (ILR, 2023).  

					While tort systems may result in substantial awards, most especially in cases that involve serious, permanent, or  

					fatal injuries, they are also associated with longer resolution timelines and high legal costs. Furthermore,  

					empirical and policy analyses indicate that tort claims tend to progress more slowly, largely because fault must  

					be established and contested issues resolved before most payments are issued (ILR, 2023). As a result, legal fees,  

					expert costs, and court procedures contribute to the increased overall system expenditures.  

					No-Fault Systems  

					Fundamentally, no-fault compensation systems operate on a different principle. Rather than focusing on liability,  

					each individual’s own insurer provides predefined injury benefits, irrespective of who caused the accident. These  

					benefits usually cover medical and rehabilitation services, income replacement, attendant care, and certain  

					personal or household assistance needs (Government of Ontario, 2023).  

					Because access to compensation does not depend on proving fault, injured individuals receive medical treatment  

					and income benefits more quickly than under tort-based arrangements (LitigationLoans.ca, 2023; Government  
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					of Ontario, 2023). However, most no-fault systems, restrict access to litigation for pain and suffering, except in  

					cases involving severe or fatal injuries. This design reduces administrative delays, reduce legal expenses, and  

					promotes timely access to essential care, while providing opportunities for non-economic damage awards (IIHS,  

					2023).  

					Hybrid or Mixed Approaches  

					Several jurisdictions adopt hybrid compensation models that combine elements of both tort and no-fault systems.  

					These frameworks provide immediate no-fault benefits to support medical treatment and early recovery, while  

					preserving limited rights to pursue tort claims for most serious injuries.  

					For instance, Ontario applies the Statutory Accident Benefits Schedule (SABS) to deliver structured no-fault  

					benefits, while allowing tort claims only where legislated conditions are met, such as permanent or serious  

					impairment (Government of Ontario, 2023). Hybrid systems are designed to balance administrative efficiency  

					with fairness, seeking to retain the speed advantages of no-fault models while maintaining legal accountability  

					in exceptional cases.  

					Implications for Comparative Analysis  

					The distinctions between tort, no-fault, and hybrid compensation systems have important implications for cross-  

					jurisdictional comparison between the United States and Canada:  

					i. Understanding these structural differences is essential for evaluating how compensation outcomes vary across  

					jurisdictions;  

					ii. Tort-based systems offer the potential for higher overall compensation, especially for non-economic loss, but  

					are often associated with delayed payment timelines and higher legal fees (ILR, 2023);  

					iii. No-fault systems prioritize quick access to treatment and income replacement, while restricting lawsuit rights  

					and non-economic damages (LitigationLoans.ca, 2023);  

					These contrasting features help explain observed differences in claimant satisfaction, recovery experiences, and  

					perceived fairness, depending on where an accident occurs.  

					Overview of the United States in 2023  

					National Picture  

					In the United States, auto-insurance regulation is governed primarily at the state level rather than through a  

					centralized federal framework, meaning there is no single nationwide system for compensating individuals  

					injured in motor vehicle accidents (IIHS, 2023). Most states continue to rely on tort-based compensation models,  

					under which injured parties must demonstrate that another driver was legally at fault before becoming eligible  

					for full compensation. This structure permits civil lawsuits and typically involves negotiation or litigation  

					between legal representatives and insurance providers.  

					However, a subset of states has adopted no-fault insurance arrangements, commonly referred to as Personal  

					Injury Protection (PIP) systems. Under PIP rules, each driver’s own insurer covers basic injury-related expenses,  

					regardless of fault. Among these no-fault jurisdictions, regulatory frameworks differ substantially, with respect  

					to mandatory PIP coverage levels, categories of eligible benefits, litigation conditions for pain and suffering,  

					and caps on medical or wage-loss compensation.  

					In recent years, many no-fault states have implemented targeted reforms aimed at reducing fraudulent claims,  

					moderating higher medical costs, and limiting prolonged legal disputes (IIHS, 2023). As a result, the United  

					States compensation environment has become increasingly complex, fragmented, and highly state-specific,  

					posing challenges for uniform evaluation and comparison.  
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					Benefits and Limitations  

					Medical and Rehabilitation Costs  

					In no-fault or PIP states, injured individuals are able to access medical and rehabilitation services promptly, as  

					treatment expenses are covered by their own insurer without the need for fault determination (IIHS, 2023). This  

					arrangement allows care to begin soon after the accident, which may support earlier recovery.  

					By contrast, in tort-based states, compensation for medical treatment depends on establishing liability. As a  

					result, injured persons may experience delays in reimbursement, especially when fault is disputed or when claims  

					proceed through longer negotiations or legal process .  

					Lost Wages  

					PIP coverage in no-fault states may include partial income-replacement benefits, although eligibility, duration,  

					and payment caps vary widely depending on state legislation. In tort-based jurisdictions, compensation for lost  

					wages usually requires the injured individual to prove income loss and causation, either through insurer  

					negotiations or formal legal proceedings, before payments are issued.  

					Pain and Suffering  

					Tort-system states permit claims for non-economic damages, including pain, emotional distress, and reduced  

					quality of life. In cases involving serious or long-term injuries, such awards can be substantial. However,  

					outcomes are vary, as they depend on jury discretion, attorney strategy, presentation of evidence, and state-  

					specific statutory limits (ILR, 2023). These factors collectively contribute to higher legal expenses and  

					settlement volatility within the United States system.  

					Measurable Outcomes  

					Speed of Payments  

					Empirical evidence suggests that payments under PIP systems are typically issued more quickly, since benefits  

					are not determined on fault (J.D. Power, 2023). This timeliness may be important for individuals requiring  

					immediate medical care or short-term income support.  

					In contrast, tort-based claims often progress more slowly, especially where liability is contested or severe injuries  

					lead to litigation, further resulting in delayed financial relief for injured parties.  

					Variability Across States  

					Because each state independently establishes its own auto-insurance rules, compensation outcomes vary  

					accordingly across the United States. Differences are observed in claim approval timelines, settlement amounts,  

					access to treatment, and insurance premium levels, even among states with comparable traffic conditions and  

					accident rates (J.D. Power, 2023). This high degree of interstate differences is a defining feature of the United  

					States compensation framework and significantly complicates cross-state and international comparisons.  

					Overview of Canada in 2023  

					In Canada, auto-insurance and motor vehicle accident compensation are regulated at the province rather than the  

					national level, meaning that access to benefits, compensation limits, and the ability to pursue legal action differ  

					across provinces. While some provinces place strong emphasis on no-fault benefit delivery, others operate hybrid  

					systems, and a smaller number retain tort-based structures with modified controls. Understanding these  

					provincial differences is essential for evaluating how quickly injured individuals receive support, how adequate  

					compensation may be, and how predictable each system is in practice.  
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					Regional Administrations  

					Canada does not operate a single national auto-insurance framework. Instead, each province independently  

					establishes its own policy choices, resulting in three broad categories of compensation models:  

					No-Fault Systems  

					Provinces such as Quebec and Manitoba operate pure no-fault systems. Under these arrangements, injured  

					individuals receive compensation directly from their own insurer or a publicly administered insurance authority,  

					regardless of fault. The right to pursue legal action for pain and suffering is relatively restricted (removed) for  

					most injuries (LitigationLoans.ca, 2023). These models were introduced to minimize litigation, reduce  

					administrative delays, and provide timely and predictable support to accident victims.  

					Hybrid Systems  

					Ontario employs a hybrid compensation model, centred on the Statutory Accident Benefits Schedule (SABS).  

					This framework provides defined no-fault benefits for medical treatment, rehabilitation, attendant care, and  

					income replacement. At the same time, Ontario permits injured individuals to pursue tort claims against at-fault  

					drivers only where injuries meet a legally defined severity criteria (Government of Ontario, 2023). However,  

					combining guaranteed benefits with limited litigation rights, Ontario has become one of the most extensively  

					examined and debated compensation systems in Canada.  

					Tort-Based Provinces  

					Historically, some provinces, including Alberta, have relied more on tort-based compensation rules. Under these  

					systems, drivers were able to pursue claims for non-economic damages, including pain and suffering. However,  

					recent reforms have introduced cost-control mechanisms, such as minor injury thresholds and damage caps,  

					aimed at moderating insurance rates and reducing claim disputes (Sidhu Law, 2023). These developments  

					suggest that even provinces with a tort orientation have incorporated elements associated with no-fault stability.  

					Advantages and Disadvantages  

					Healthcare Benefits  

					Across provinces, medical and rehabilitation benefits are defined through statutory and regulatory frameworks.  

					For example, Ontario’s SABS specifies benefit categories and monetary limits for both non-severe and severe  

					injuries, helping accident victims understand the scope of treatment and rehabilitation services available to them  

					(Government of Ontario, 2023). Such structured schedules promote greater predictability and consistency in  

					access to care.  

					Wage Replacement Benefits  

					Most provinces provide income-replacement benefits, although payment levels, eligibility criteria, and duration  

					vary by jurisdiction. Compensation is typically paid on a weekly basis, and many provinces allow individuals to  

					purchase optional coverage to increase benefit limits (Roughley Insurance, 2023). This approach ensures a  

					baseline level of financial protection while preserving flexibility for higher coverage choices.  

					Compensation for Pain and Suffering  

					Generally, provinces operating pure no-fault systems restrict routine claims for pain and suffering. In hybrid  

					provinces, such as Ontario, only individuals with severe or catastrophic injuries may pursue tort claims for non-  

					economic damages (LitigationLoans.ca, 2023). This limitation is intended to reduce litigation costs while  

					maintaining access to meaningful compensation in the most serious cases.  
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					Achievable Outcomes  

					Prompt Assistance  

					One major strength of no-fault and hybrid models is that benefits are provided without requiring fault  

					determination. This allows injured individuals to access early medical care, rehabilitation services, and income  

					support, which may facilitate recovery and reduce immediate financial pressure (AH Injury Law, 2023).  

					Regional Differences  

					Although no-fault principles are present across much of Canada, the specific combination of benefits,  

					administrative procedures, and compensation limits varies by province. As a result, individuals with similar  

					injuries may experience different insurance processes and outcomes depending on where the accident occurs  

					(LitigationLoans.ca, 2023). These regional differences make cross-provincial comparison both necessary and  

					challenging.  

					Comparing the United States and Canada  

					Although the United States and Canada confront similar road safety and injury risks, their approaches to  

					compensating individuals injured in motor vehicle accidents reflect distinct legal and policy approaches (Table  

					1). For instance, the United States relies on a fault-based, litigation-oriented framework, whereas Canada adopts  

					a structured statutory benefits that reduce reliance on court proceedings. However, these different approaches  

					shape not only the speed at which support is delivered, but also compensation levels, administrative difficulties,  

					and expectations placed on injured individuals.  

					Legal Structure and Access to Lawsuits  

					United States  

					In most United States jurisdictions, auto-insurance compensation is based on tort law, that require injured  

					individuals to establish fault in order to recover full compensation. As a result, legal action is relatively common,  

					especially in cases that involve serious injury, where claimants may pursue both economic damages (such as  

					medical expenses and lost income) and non-economic damages, including pain and suffering (ILR, 2023).  

					While some states operate under no-fault or Personal Injury Protection (PIP) frameworks, the scope of benefits,  

					litigation conditions, and eligibility criteria differ across states. These variations contribute to substantial  

					differencies in claimant experiences, even among jurisdictions with similar accident profiles (IIHS, 2023).  

					Canada  

					In contrast, Canada’s compensation systems are designed and administered at the provincial level, with many  

					provinces prioritize regulated benefit delivery over lawsuit. In provinces operating pure no-fault models, such  

					as Quebec and Manitoba, most claims are resolved through mandatory benefits, with tort actions permitted only  

					in exceptional cases (LitigationLoans.ca, 2023).  

					Conversely, hybrid provinces, such as Ontario, combine guaranteed no-fault benefits with restricted access to  

					tort claims, thereby allowing injured individuals to pursue litigation only where injuries meet a legislated severity  

					condition (Government of Ontario, 2023). Furthermore, the Canadian approach places greater concerns on  

					predictability, administrative consistency, and reduced reliance on courts.  

					Speed and Award Size  

					Speed  

					No-fault systems, whether operating in Canadian provinces or United States PIP states generally provide faster  

					and more predictable early support. Because fault determination is not required at the beginning, insurers are  
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					able to initiate payment for medical treatment, rehabilitation, and income replacement more quickly (IIHS, 2023).  

					This early access is important for individuals facing urgent medical needs or short-term financial instability.  

					Award Size  

					Tort-based systems, which remain dominant in the United States, often allow for higher compensation, most  

					especially in cases involving permanent disability or significant non-economic harm. Courts may award  

					substantial damages for pain and suffering; however, such outcomes involve prolonged legal proceedings, higher  

					transaction costs, and considerable uncertainty (ILR, 2023). In this respect, tort systems may offer greater  

					financial potential, but often at the cost of timeliness and predictability.  

					Table 1 below illustrates the major differences in motor vehicle accident compensation systems in the United  

					States and Canada, based on data synthesized from IIHS (2023), Government of Ontario (2023), ILR (2023),  

					and LitigationLoans.ca (2023).  

					Table 1: Major Features of Motor Vehicle Accident Compensation Systems (2023)  

					Feature  

					United States  

					Canada  

					Implications  

					U.S.: Legal accountability  

					emphasized; Canada:  

					Speed and predictability  

					prioritized  

					Dominant System  

					Tort-based (fault-driven)  

					No-fault / Hybrid  

					Tort allows higher awards  

					but slower resolution;  

					Canada ensures timely  

					benefits  

					Limited; mostly for  

					severe injuries in hybrid  

					provinces  

					Broad; contingent on  

					proving fault  

					Access to Lawsuits  

					Speed of Payment  

					Faster; benefits  

					disbursed without  

					proving fault  

					Early access to care in  

					Canada reduces financial  

					and health burden  

					Slower; depends on  

					liability and court process  

					Medical /  

					Rehabilitation  

					Coverage  

					Canada ensures  

					predictable access; U.S.  

					outcomes vary by state  

					Dependent on at-fault  

					driver’s insurance  

					Guaranteed via statutory  

					schedules (e.g., SABS)  

					Canada reduces financial  

					uncertainty; U.S.  

					compensation may be  

					delayed  

					Conditional; litigation  

					may be required  

					Structured, typically  

					weekly payments  

					Income Replacement  

					Non-Economic  

					Tort provides higher  

					potential compensation but  

					with delays and legal costs  

					Substantial potential  

					awards  

					Limited; only severe  

					cases may claim  

					Damages  

					(Pain /  

					Suffering)  

					U.S. tort system increases  

					system-wide costs; Canada  

					reduces administrative  

					burden  

					Legal &  

					Administrative Costs  

					High  

					Lower  

					Highly variable; often  

					higher due to litigation  

					risk  

					Predictable premiums  

					support financial  

					sustainability  

					Insurance Premium  

					Stability  

					More stable in no-fault  

					provinces  
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					No-fault models improve  

					May favor those with  

					legal resources  

					Broader, early access for  

					all  

					Equity & Access  

					Policy Flexibility  

					health equity; tort may  

					limit timely support  

					Both countries require  

					ongoing adaptation to  

					manage costs and fairness  

					State-level variation;  

					frequent reforms  

					Province-level variation;  

					statutory adjustments  

					Costs and Insurance Rates  

					Insurance premiums increased in both countries during 2023, driven by rising vehicle repair costs, medical  

					inflation, and more complex claims. However, direct cost comparisons remain difficult due to jurisdiction-  

					specific regulatory structures. For example:  

					i. Tort-oriented United States jurisdictions often experience higher premiums, further demonstrating frequent  

					litigation and the potential for large settlements.  

					ii. Canadian provinces operating pure no-fault systems tend to exhibit higher rate stability, although public  

					benefit structures and coverage mandates also influence pricing.  

					Additional factors including fraud controls, minor injury compensation limits, and regional regulatory practices  

					further complicate cost comparisons across systems (Cardata, 2023). As a result, the relationship between  

					compensation design and insurance affordability is highly context-dependent.  

					Health Equity  

					Strengths of No-Fault Systems  

					No-fault systems prioritize early access to medical care and income support, which may enhance equity by  

					ensuring that compensation is not dependent on legal knowledge or access to representation. Therefore, by  

					facilitating prompt rehabilitation, these systems may reduce long-term disability and associated financial  

					hardship (Government of Ontario, 2023).  

					Strengths of Tort Systems  

					Tort-based models allow injured individuals to seek compensation for non-economic damages, including chronic  

					pain, emotional distress, and reduced quality of life. They also reinforce legal accountability, which may arise  

					due to negligent behavior. However, prolonged timelines, high legal costs, and uncertain outcomes can limit  

					equal access to full compensation, especially for vulnerable claimants (ILR, 2023).  

					DISCUSSION  

					Although the United States and Canada address similar challenges in responding to motor vehicle injuries, their  

					compensation systems reflect different policy priorities. These differences shape how quickly assistance is  

					provided, the scope of financial recovery, and the long-term sustainability of each approach.  

					Inherent Challenges  

					All compensation systems must balance competing objectives, and neither no-fault nor tort-based models can  

					fully satisfy every policy goal. That is because, no-fault systems emphasize efficiency and early intervention.  

					By removing the requirement to establish fault, these systems facilitate quicker access to medical care and  

					income replacement, potentially reducing stress, treatment delays, and legal costs. At the same time, restrictions  

					on pain-and-suffering awards may be seen as inadequate by individuals experiencing long-term physical or  

					psychological trauma.  
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					Tort systems, on the other hand prioritize legal accountability and the possibility of more comprehensive  

					compensation, most especially in cases involving severe or fatal injuries. By assigning responsibility to negligent  

					parties, tort claims can provide a sense of justice and deterrence. However, such claims are often prolonged,  

					costly, and uncertain, which may leave injured individuals without timely support during critical stages of  

					recovery (Conventus Law, 2023).  

					Furthermore, policymakers must determine which among these values should be given priority (speed, fairness,  

					accountability, or cost control), and what trade-offs are acceptable within a given context.  

					Jurisdictional Variations  

					Comparative analysis is further complicated by the absence of a single, uniform model in either country.  

					Individual states and provinces define their own benefit structures, litigation conditions, compensation limits,  

					and administrative processes.  

					As a result, individuals with similar injuries may experience different results depending on where an accident  

					occurs. For example, one claimant may receive quick rehabilitation in Quebec, another may rely on limited PIP  

					coverage in Michigan, while a third may face prolonged lawsuit in a tort-based jurisdiction such as Louisiana  

					(LitigationLoans.ca, 2023).  

					These differences introduce inequities tied to geographic location rather than injury severity or medical need.  

					Moreover, frameworks that succeed in one jurisdiction may not be easily transferable to another, due to the  

					variation in legal traditions, healthcare systems, population dynamics, and insurance markets. Therefore,  

					recognizing these constraints is essential for developing realistic and context-appropriate policy interventions.  

					Costs and Sustainability  

					Both countries face ongoing financial pressures from higher medical expenses, vehicle repair costs, and  

					increasing claim severity. In the United States, tort-based jurisdictions contribute to higher system-wide  

					expenditures, driven in part by legal fees and the potential for substantial non-economic awards, which can affect  

					premium levels and overall system stability (ILR, 2023).  

					In Canada, provinces relying on statutory benefit schedules regularly revise limits, injury classifications, and  

					minor injury provisions to preserve financial sustainability. These adjustments shows ongoing efforts to balance  

					fiscal viability with continued access to essential medical and income supports (Government of Ontario, 2023).  

					Across both contexts, policymakers must continually reassess how to provide adequate protection for injured  

					individuals while maintaining economically sustainable insurance systems.  

					Knowledge Gaps  

					Despite sustained policy debate, comparative evidence examining similar injuries across jurisdictions remains  

					limited. Some of the major gaps include:  

					i. Direct comparisons of recovery timelines and rehabilitation outcomes under tort versus no-fault systems.  

					ii. Evidence on employment outcomes and return-to-work rates following injury.  

					iii. Analysis of out-of-pocket expenses and financial hardship experienced by claimants.  

					iv. Long-term impacts of compensation rules on chronic disability and economic security.  

					Furthermore, recent Canadian and United States sources (2023) highlight the need for cross-jurisdictional studies  

					that track individuals with comparable injuries across states and provinces. Such research would help clarify  

					whether observed differences in outcomes are attributed to system design rather than individual circumstances,  

					thereby supporting more informed, equitable, and efficient policy development.  
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					CONCLUSION  

					By 2023, Canada and the United States continued to rely on distinct approaches to compensating individuals  

					injured in motor vehicle accidents, reflecting different policy philosophies and social priorities.  

					Although, most provinces in Canada prioritize structured no-fault systems, which provide predictable access to  

					medical care, rehabilitation, and income support. These frameworks help reduce delays, limit uncertainty, and  

					enable injured individuals to begin recovery without waiting for fault determinations (Government of Ontario,  

					2023; LitigationLoans.ca, 2023).  

					Meanwhile, in the United States; compensation remains largely tort-based, requiring claimants to establish fault  

					before obtaining full reimbursement. This approach can yield higher awards for non-economic losses, such as  

					pain and suffering, and strengthens legal accountability for negligent behavior. However, it is often associated  

					with longer timelines, higher legal costs, and less predictable outcomes (ILR, 2023).  

					Hence, neither system can be considered universally superior. No-fault models emphasize speed, predictability,  

					and equitable access, whereas tort frameworks prioritize accountability and the potential for higher  

					compensation. Therefore, the choice between these approaches ultimately reveals the relative weight that  

					policymakers assign to quick support, administrative efficiency, and legal protections.  

					Notably, gaps in comparative evidence persist, limiting the ability to draw definitive conclusions about long-  

					term recovery, return-to-work outcomes, financial stability, and system sustainability. Furthermore,  

					interdisciplinary research that tracks similar injuries across states and provinces would provide valuable insights  

					into how different compensation structures affect these outcomes (Statistics Canada, 2023). Therefore,  

					strengthening this evidence base could guide the design of a more fairer, effective, and context-sensitive  

					compensation models in both countries.  

					RECOMMENDATIONS  

					For Policymakers  

					Policymakers may benefit from exploring hybrid compensation models that integrate the most effective aspects  

					of both no-fault and tort systems. A practical approach could involve ensuring timely, predictable no-fault  

					benefits for immediate medical care, rehabilitation, and income support, while maintaining limited access to tort  

					claims for the most severe injuries. Such a structure has the capacity to reduce delays for the majority of accident  

					victims while maintaining legal accountability where it is most relevant (Government of Ontario, 2023;  

					Conventus Law, 2023).  

					Therefore, before implementing wide-scale reforms, it is advisable for governments to proposed modifications,  

					monitoring effects on recovery outcomes, administrative costs, claim-processing timelines, and overall system  

					sustainability. This is because, pilot testing can provide empirical evidence to guide more informed and context-  

					sensitive policy decisions.  

					For Researchers  

					Future research should go beyond descriptive analyses to include interdisciplinary, comparative studies.  

					Investigations could track specific injury types across states and provinces in the United States and Canada,  

					examining outcomes such as recovery timelines, return-to-work rates, long-term disability, out-of-pocket  

					expenses, and patient-reported satisfaction. Evidence of this kind would clarify the impact of differing legal and  

					insurance frameworks on both health and financial recovery, providing a stronger empirical basis for policy  

					development (Statistics Canada, 2023).  
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					For Clinicians and Patient Advocates  

					Clinicians, rehabilitation specialists, and patient advocacy organizations are well-positioned to contribute to  

					system improvement by documenting real-world experiences of injured individuals. However, consistent  

					recording of functional recovery, rehabilitation progress, delays in accessing care, and associated financial  

					burdens can generate valuable data.  

					These insights can inform policymakers about which aspects of existing compensation systems are effective and  

					where gaps remain, and as well will support the development of patient-centered, evidence-driven approaches  

					that enhance both recovery outcomes and long-term quality of life for accident victims.  
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